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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT VOTES TO IMPROVE TELEVISION ACCESS FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

Thursday, 4th September, 2003, The European Parliament voted in favour of a ground breaking report calling for improved access to television in Europe for people with disabilities. 

The report by Roy Perry, South East MEP, on the Television Without Frontiers Directive, will lead to an increase in the levels of subtitling, audio description and sign language on television across Europe. Roy Perry, said, “Europe needs to make it easier for people with disabilities to access television. This report calls for a study to identify best practice, which will lead to increased enjoyment of television for people with sensory impairments.”
Philip Whitehead, East Midlands MEP tabled the successful amendment on identifying best practice, said, "European television must empower as well as entertain. The digital revolution makes it easier to reach citizens with sensory impairment. Our amendments mark an important step forward in the European Year of Disabled People."
Mark Hoda, RNID’s European Campaigns Officer said “By increasing acesss provisions, broadcasters will help the 81.5 million people with a hearing loss and the 7.4 million people in Europe with uncorrectable sight loss. This report also benefits people without sensory impairments, RNID research shows that many hearing people use subtitles to watch television in a foreign language and they also help children improve their reading skills.”

Leen Petré, RNIB's European Campaigns Manager said “Over 90% of blind and partially sighted people in the UK watch television. We welcome the European Parliament’s report and call on the European Commission and Member States to act on its recommendations.”

Alongside this breakthrough, a report entitled “TV for All” is being produced for the European standardisation body, CENELEC, on the technical requirements necessary to increase access to television for disabled people. 

The introduction of these provisions, follows a comprehensive campaign during the European Year of Disabled People this year by RNID, RNIB, EFHOH, EUD, EBU and FEPEDA. 

ENDS

Notes to Editors

Television Without Frontiers

Roy Perry’s draft report with amendments on the application of Directive 89/552/EEC "Television without Frontiers" (2003/2033(INI)) of 5th May 2003 can be found at www.europarl.eu.int  

TV for All

The TV for All report for CENELEC was written by Broadcasting Consultant Gerry Stallard. From the “Mandate to the European Standards Bodies for Standardisation in the field of information and communications technologies (ICT) for disabled and elderly people. M/273.” Copies can be obtained by contacting Gerry Stallard at gerry@stallards.f9.co.uk 
About, RNID, RNIB, EBU, EFHOH, EUD and FEPEDA

RNID (Royal National Institute for Deaf people) is the UK’s largest charity representing the needs of its 300, 000 members and supporters and the broader community of 9 million deaf and hard of hearing people in the UK. RNID’s vision is to ensure that deafness and hearing loss are not barriers to opportunity and fulfilment. We do this by raising awareness of deafness and hearing loss, by providing services, through social, medical and technological research and development and by campaigning for better legislation and practice.  www.rnid.org.uk 
RNIB (Royal National Institute of the Blind) campaign for a world where people who are blind or partially sighted enjoy the same rights, responsibilities, opportunities and quality of life as people who are sighted. Promoting social inclusion and challenging discrimination is one of the key areas we focus on. We empower people who are blind and partially sighted in the UK, help remove the barriers they face and help to prevent blindness.  There are around 2 million people in the UK with a sight problem. www.rnib.org.uk 
The European Blind Union (EBU) is a non-governmental and non profit-making European organisation founded in 1984. EBU aims to protect and promote the interests of blind and partially sighted people in Europe. EBU currently has 44 member countries, each represented by a national delegation.www.euroblind.org 
EFHOH (The European Federation of the Hard of Hearing) is a European NGO covering countries inside and outside the European Union. Twenty-six national organisations, representing 200,000 members, are affiliated to the EFHOH. It works for increased accessibility for hard of hearing people in all parts of society and aims to influence national and international laws in order to achieve this. www.ifhoh.org 
The European Union of the Deaf (EUD) is a European non-profit making organisation whose membership comprises National Associations of Deaf people in each of the EU member states. Established in 1985, EUD is the only organisation representing the interests of Deaf Europeans at European Union level. EUD aims to establish and maintain EU level dialogue with the "hearing world" in consultation and co-operation with its member National Deaf Associations. www.eudnet.org 

FEPEDA (The European Federation of Parents of Hearing Impaired Children) is a non-governmental umbrella organisation set up to represent associations of parents and friends of deaf and hard of hearing children at a European level. Its membership includes national and regional associations as well as smaller groups and individuals from all of the European Union, Central and Oriental Europe and the Community of Independent States.
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